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S E R M 

AGAINST TH 

Dangerous and linful 


• JOBII. vii. 

So went Satan forth from the Trejence of 
the Lord, and fmote Job with fore 
Boils^ from the foie of his Foot unto his 
Crown. 


the Enemy of Mankind 
was firft permitted to tempt 
the Faith and Patience of Ho¬ 
ly Joh, his Eftate and Family 
only were made liable to his chap., 
Power, with an exprefs Command not to*-- 
touch his Perfon. ^ B This 
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This I look upon to have been almoft as 
great a Temptation as the fpoiling of his Sub- 
ftance, or the flaughter of his Children, for- 
afmuch as the common Opinion of Man¬ 
kind hath ufually efteemed the furvival of a- 
ny great Misfortune, to be the greater Un- 
happinefs o| the two. 

Under fuch Aiflidions kis very hard for a 
Man to moderate his Paflion; for Grief is 
natural, and the Excefs of it eafily run into: 
But to reftrain and curb it, and not fuffer it 
to exceed its juft Limits, to feel Sorrow as a 
Man, and to alTwage it from proper Confi- 
derations as a wife Man, is a ftrain above 
Nature, and properly conftitutes that paftive 
Vertue, which we call Patience. 

Thus our Hero, being plundered of his E- 
ftate, and bereaved of his Children, reduced 
from Affluence to Beggary, and in danger 
that his Name, in the prefent Generation fa- 
Pfa!. lo^.moasj fhould in the next hQ. clean put oat, af* 
ter (hewing a juft Refentment of thefe (evere 
Difpenfations, by rending his' Clothes, and 
other his Country Tokens of Diftrefs; look¬ 
ing up to the Hand that fmote him, refolves 

all 
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all intoThe good Pleafure of that Providence, 
which was about to refume what it had hi¬ 
therto lent; and dutifully refigns what he 
had thankfully received, and wifely ufedasa 
Steward only, without arrogating to himfelf 
the Right of a Proprietor. Naked^ fays he,Jobi.2r. 
came I out of my Mother'*s iVomb, and naked 
jjjall I return thither : The Lord ^ave, and the 
Lord hath taken arvay^ Blejfed he the Name of 
the Lord! 

The fuddain Fall of this great Man may 
ferve to j(hew us, how unable all human 
Means are of themfelves to fupport us, when 
it fiiall pleafe God to withdraw the Bleffing 
of his Proteflion: That we cannot be fecure 
again ft the Changes and Chances of this mortal 
Life^ in any Acquifition of Power, or Riches, 
or Reputation, no not in keeping Innocency, 
and taking heed to the Thing that is right, with¬ 
out the Concurrence of Divine Providence: 

That God many times may afftift without 
forfaking his Servants. And when it fliall 
feem good to hiin to call us forth, into the 
rough Paths of Suffering; if He fliall pleafe 
to minijh a.nd bring us low \ the Example ofpfal. 107. 
our Text will teach us, not to behave un- 
feemly, or charge God foolifhly, but with Pa-Job a. ts, 
B a tience 
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tience and Meeknefs, and Refignation, and 
Contentednefs, take what He lays upon us, 
whofe 'is the Kjngdom and the Pomr, and to 
whom for that very Rsafon we fhould give, 
even in fuch Circumftances, Glory. 

The firft Attempt of the Devil being thus 
baffled, and the Sincerity of the Holy Man 
found to be eftablilhed upon more folid Foun¬ 
dations, than what the Accufer had urged 
to his own, as well as Joh his Difadvantage ; 
he next infinuates that Joh was a Man of fo 
mean a Spirit, as to be glad of Life upon any 
Terms; and fo prevailing was this Paflion 
in him above all other, that it was the on¬ 
ly Confideration that kept him in his Duty 
to God; for fear of being cut off from the 
Land of the Living : Pat forth now, fays he. 
Job 2.5. thine Hand, and touch his Bone, and his Fleff, 
and he mil curfe thee to thy Face. That is, 
afflidt him in his Body, let fome painful, 
fome acute Diftemper make his Life burden- 
fome, without any hope of Recovery, and 
his Hypocrify will difplay it felf, and you will 
find he will throw off all the Regard he pre¬ 
tends to have for God, and will openly arraign 
and b 4 fpheme his Providence. 





finful TraBice of Inoculation. 

Upon this Infinuation, the Devil obtains 
Permiffion a fecond Time to try our Man of 
Fortitude, what Impreflion bodily Pain, 
and lofs of Health would make upon him, 
whofe Vertue under the Loffes he had lately 
fuftained, flood flill fix’d and impregnable. 

Indeed his Malice was limited, and the 
good Man’s Life was to be fecured, but that 
was more than Job knew: So that the Ad- 
•verfary had all the real Advantages againft 
him, that he could poflibly defire. 

According to his ufual Way, after being once 
defeated, he returns to the Aflault, with frefli 
Vigour and additional Strength. Temptations 
like Waves break in upon us, one upon the 
Neck of another, and commonly the laft is the 
biggeft, and goes the farthefl. ’Twas hard up¬ 
on Job to be deprived of his worldly Goods, 
harder to be bereaved of his Children, hard- 
eft of all when thefe were gone, to be yet 
worfe handled, buried as it were alive, turn¬ 
ed into Corruption before his Time, by the In- 
flidion of a fore noifome Diflemper, which 
excluded him the Society of Mankind, and 
even then his Reputation, the only uninfeSled, 
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thing left, as inhumanly treated as his Body* 
And fo we are come to the Words of our 
Text, Sa m»t Satan forth from the Prefence 
of the Lord^ and fmote JobiP/V^ fore BoilSf from 
the foie of his Foot unto his Crown. 

The Silence of Scripture hath given Inter¬ 
preters occafion of guefling at the Diftem- 
per, which the Devil here inflicted upon Joh ; 
But among them all, it appears not certain¬ 
ly what it was. I will therefore defire to 
give an Opinion, equally I think true, with 
any that hath yet been taken notice of: It 
is this, That the Devil by fome venomous 
Infufion into the Body of Joh^ might raife 
his Blood to fuch a Ferment, as threw out a 
Confluence of inflammatory Pufiules all over 
him, from Head to Foot: That is, his 
Diftemper might be what is now inci¬ 
dent to mofl:. Men, and perhaps conveyed 
to him by fome fuch way as that of Inocu¬ 
lation. 

I do not at prefent fee what can be ad¬ 
vanced to invalidate this Suppofition, which 
I look upon to be as tenable as any that is 
extant about this Matter; having this addi¬ 
tional Advantage, that the Scene of Aflion 
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lies in thofe parts of the World, whence this 
Pra£lice is conftjfedly derived. 

The Tempter’s Aim was ftill the fame as 
before j to make his Patient let go his Inte¬ 
grity, throw off his Dependance upon Al¬ 
mighty God, and renounce that Allegiance 
which is juftly due to him, as Creator and 
Governor of the World: To perfuade him, 
that if any Thing, he was the worfe for his 
conftant Obedience to God, who made him 
fo fevere Returns for his faithful Services; 
and fo by Confequence comparing his pafl: 

Deferts and prefent Treatment together, to 
infer, that God was a hard Majier^ or that he 
negleCled to fuperintend human Affairs; or 
rather to ask PharaoPs Queftion, Who is the^xod.^!: 
Lord? and fo, lay in his Misfortune a Foun¬ 
dation for Infidelity. 

How in all thefe Defigns the Devil was 
difappointed, it may be well worth our Pains 
to enquire: In order to do this, it is not at 
all improbable to fuppofe that the Holy Man 
might duly confider thefe two Points. , 

Firfiy For what Caufes Difeafes are fent 
amongfi; Mankind. 


Secondly^ 
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Secondly^ Who it is that has the Power of 
- 4nfli6ling them. 

Let us then accompany him in the firft 
Place, in finding out the Caufes why Dif- 
eafes are fent amongft Mankind, 

I take them to be principally two: Either 
for the Trial of our Faith, or for the Punifli- 
ment of our Sins. 

There is nothing, generally fpeaking, that 
a Man is fo ignorant of as himfelf, nor fo 
apt to be deceived in : His Love and Aver- 
fion are chiefly complexional, and not fo of¬ 
ten as they fhou’d be grounded upon ratio¬ 
nal Motives. I believe I may venture 
to aflirm, that the Religion of the great* 
eft part of Mankind is perfectly accidental, 
according to the Country they happen to be 
born in: Men carry their religious Profeflion, 
as the Children of Ephraim did Bom and Ar- 
which they knew not how to ufe in 
the T)ay of Battle. The Day of Battle, in a 
religious Senfe, is, when any Afflictions over¬ 
take us, which in the moft ordinary way 
come upon us in diverfe Difeafes and fandry 
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kinis of He&th. When God thus pleafes to vi- 
fit a fincere Profeffor, he marks him out for an 
Example for the reft of Mankind to imitate ; 

He fets him like a lighted Beacon on a Hill, 
to alarm, to /et his Light fo (bine before MenfiAa.u^,9\. 
that they may fee his good, M^orksy and glorify 
their Father which is in Heaven for him. Be- 
fides, fince the Hearty as the Scripture fays, 
is deceitful above all Things ; it follows, thatjer. i7.y, 
the heft Men cannot be fure of themfelves 
until they have been proved ; many Corrup¬ 
tions may remain unpurged, many Vices 
may lie concealed in them, as well as many 
rewardable Vertues unpradifed ; For thefe 
and the like Reafons, the Apoftle bids us 
count it all Joy, when we fall into divers Temp-James r. 
tationsy as having fo many Opportunities put 
into our Hands of mortifying all our evil ando&ce for 
corrupt JffeciionSy and daily proceding in 
Vertue and Godlinefs of living* To fee a good 
Man ading upon Principle under all Difad- 
vantages, to fee him with Jofeph efteem a 
Jayl no Evil, incomparifon of committing 
Sm againft God j or with TTaniel, account 
being devoured alive no Evil in,comparifonDan.tf.itf. 
of living without God in the World for thirty 
Days ; or with Job, holding a dreadful Dif- 
eafe no Evil in coraparifon of letting go his In* 

C tegrity . 
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tegritf, are noble Trials and laftances of that 
faviag; tha.t jufiifjwg Faith, which worketh by 
■Lovvf and ai’e recorded to fhew liow greatly 
our Nature is capable of being exalted in this 
Life, although common Hummity reaches not 
ifohigh. 

. Dlfeafes are fent, if not far the Tri- 

. . aflof our Faith, for the Bunifhment of our Sins. 

• 'Bad as the World is, it would flill be worfe 
if the Wickednefs of Mankind ihould be fo 
fuccefsful as to meet with no more rebuke 
than it would wilUngly fuffer. But Sin, as 
it is ail'ways the deferving,; fo it is often the 
. procuring Caufe of Affiflions in this. Life, 
as appears .from our Saviour’s Admonition 
John 5. to whom he had lately 

healed ; mo more (fays he) lefi a worfe 
Tiding -come uatto ,thee : And he had already 
been punilhed with a bodily Infirmity thir¬ 
ty eight Y^rs together. St. alfo gives 
the profane Behaviour <of his Corinthims as .a 
I Cor.ii.B-eafon why many of them were weak 
5 '’’^ ftckly. AftEj^tiiefe Patterns our Church ad- 
Vifes thofe who languilh upon the Bed ofSick- 
Officefor*^^^^ examine tbemfelofes f-orwhM Caufe this 

vifiting Evil is come upon them : whether (as before has 
the Sick. ^ ' 

been 
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been urged) be to try their Patience, and that. 
their Faith be found in the Day of the Lord,, 

laudably, glorious and honourable, to the en- 
creafe of Glory and endlefs Felkity: Or whether 
it be fent to them to correB and amend whatfo- 
ever doth offend the Eyes of their Heavenly Fa¬ 
ther. For if, as the Scripture aiferts, God 
doth not affHB willingly, nor grieve the Children'Lsxa.'^. 
of Men', that is, affli£t\Men merely for the^^‘ 
lake of correcting them,, nor take Pleafure in 
their Sufferings as fuch j it will follow, that 
to one of our aforementioned Reafons, viz. 
either the Trial of our Faith, or Punifhment 
of our Sins, all hi^ Vifitations are to be attri¬ 
buted. 

Some Sins it pleafes God to ftrike immedi¬ 
ately in a more remarkable Manner, as he 

Herod', while others do naturally, and'byAasiz. 
degrees, advance to the Punifhment they de-*^' 
ferve : Thus habitual Drunkennefs and Adul¬ 
tery, will ruin Health, and impair Eftates, 
and induce a diftempered old Age as the na¬ 
tural Confequence of a riotous youthful one. 

This alfo gives us to confider, that Difeafes 
are not only judicially infoded for paft Of¬ 
fences, but gracioufly alfo defign’d to pre¬ 
vent future ; And a little RecolleOiiou will 
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tell a Man,whether he has not often been kept 
Virtuous through fear of the Confequence, 
even when Inclination has gotten the'‘better 
of his Duty. Hence fome are made Honeft 
for fear of a Prifon ; others continue Chafte 
for fear of Infection \ a great many are Juft for 
fear of lofwg their Chara£ier ; and no doubt fe- 
veral are Religious, more out of fear of 
to Hell than any thing elfe. So that we fee 
the worft of Evils have their Ufe, and in this 
Senfe, and by proper Reflection, we may 
make a Moral of the Devil himfelf. 

Should all Reftraints of this Sort betaken 
away, were there no fear of Punifhment in 
this Life, nor belief of any in the next; fhould 
Iniquity and Reputation be join’d together, 
and Health be Handmaid to Dncleannefs; 
we may conjeffure from prefent Diforders, 
how mightily they would encreafe, and 
irremoveably be eftablifhed; fo that we have 
good Reafon to blefs and praife Almighty 
God for the wholefome Severities ordained 
for Offenders, without which, the World 
would be a much more uncomfortable Place 
to live in, than it is at prefent. And this 
brings me to the fecond Confideration, 
which is, 

Secondly 
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Secojtdljj Who it is that hath the Power of 
ioflifting Difeafes upon us. 

Our Text indeed afcribes fob^s Diftem- 
per to the Power of the Devil ; but the 
foregoing Verfe fliews that Power to haVe 
been delegated to him, and liiftited by Al¬ 
mighty Gpd, who alone being Omnipotent, 
the Powers that be, whether Natural or Po- 
liticaly muft all be derived from him. ’Tis 
true, he has communicated feveral Parts of 
his Sovereignty to the Sons of Men, but ftill 
the Exercife of it will ultimately be refolved 
into his Permiflion. And it is as true, that 
there are feveral Branches of Authority, 
which he has referved to himfelf, in difplay- 
ing of which, he ads upon Prerogative, and 
without human Intervention. I chufe to 
inftance in the Inflidion of Difeafes, which 
I will attempt to prove are utterly unlawful 
to be inflided, by any who profefs them- 
felves Chriftians. Indeed where the ,Do- 
drines of Salvation are not known, and a re¬ 
gular Dependance upon Providence is poft- 
poned to the abfurd belief of a Fatality ; there 
it is no wonder to fee Men give into impious 
or unreafonable Pradices : But in a Country 
where 
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where better Principles are eftablijhed^ where 
God’s Government of the World is for the 
mort: Part undifputed, and flavifh implicit Be¬ 
lief happily fuperfeded by rational Enquiries ; 
in fuch a place, methinks, Men cannot eafily 
be reconciled to a Pra 5 iice, which abufes their 
VnderfimdtHg, as well as infults their Kelt- 
gion', and if the received Notions of God’s Pro¬ 
vidence be jufl-, has its Foundation in Igno¬ 
rance^ and muft be maintained (if at all) by 
Ptefumftion. 

The Holy Scriptures give us frequent In- 
ftances of God’s giving Power unto Men to 
heal T>ifeafes \ and by his Bleflinga Power is 
ftill continued: But that one was ever grant¬ 
ed to infliH TDifeafeS) will I think hardly ap- 
Exod.51. unlefs in the Cafe of with the 

Egyptians, and Elijba with his Servant Gehazi ; 
z?/"*’ ^ But both thefe Cafes were miraculous, and 
of God’s own immediate Appointment, to 
vindicate the Honour of his Servants the Pro¬ 
phets, and for the Punifhment of Sacrilege aad 
Idolatry, and Cannot be drawn into Precedent 
by any not inveflied with the fame Chara? 
Qer and Authority. Men may, and have 
invented Wracks and Tortures for each o- 
ther, but no Man, let his Crimes be what 
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they will, was ever yet condemned to an im- 
medi^e Sicknefs, or fentenced to lie langui/h- 
ing in a Fevor, for want of a fuiEcient Aut 
thority, which no Body but a prefent Set of 
adventurous FraBitioners have of late pretend;^ 
ed to affurae; 

It will eafily be granted, therefore, that 
fuch A Procedure, for want, of a comfeunt- 
Authrity^ is unlawful: That,;ifDifeafes, as 
beforementioned, are fent unto us for the 
Trial of our -^aithf or the Pmijhment of mr 
Sim ; He alotie to whom our Faith muft 
affrove it felf, and our Sins are manifefty has 
froferJy the Power of infliding them. 

Remembring then our Text, I jOhall not 
fia'uple to call that a Diabolical Operation^ 
which ufurps an Authority founded neither 
in the Laws of Nature or Religidny which 
tends in this Cafe to anticipate and faa- 
oiilh Providence out of the World, and pro¬ 
motes the encreafe of Vice and Immorality. 

That a modern Praflice has a direfl ten¬ 
dency to all this, I offer the following Con- 
fiderations to evince. 
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I. A Nitural or Phyfical Power does not 
always infer a Moral one: That is to fay, a 
Man cannot lawfully do every Thing that is 
in his Power to do. Thus we abftain from 
A6ls of Injuftice and Oppreflion, although 
they may be gainful to our felves, out of re¬ 
gard io Morals, notwithftanding they lie with¬ 
in the Compafs of our Abilities. Thus the 
Rom. 14. ^poftle advifeth us, Not to let oar Good be e- 
vil fpokenof', that-is, not to do any unwar¬ 
rantable Adion, for the fake of any fubfe- 
quent Benefit: Becaufe the end, however good 
intentionally, can never ju^ify in Law, nor 
fanlfify in Religion, the ufe of Means that are, 
bad, to come at it; But on the contrary, the 
ufe of bad Means defignedly, corrupts the 
Morality of the intended Good: For to make 
an Ad ion good, ’tis necelfary that aS its 
Parts, be lawful, innocent, and good alfo; 
whereas the Depravity of any One, is fuifi- 
cient to denominate that whole JUion, Evil: 
Now the Apoftle forbids us to do Evil, tho’ 
Rom.^.B.Good fhoald come of it, upon Pain of Damna¬ 
tion, which abfolutely prohibits all unjuftifia- 
ble Arts and Pradices, be the Event never fo 
beneficial and defirable; fo that although we 
have a Power to give a Man a Difeafe, that 

is. 
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is, tho’ we know the Way how it may be 
done ; fince a bare Power or Kjiowledge^ does 
not infer the Moralit) of fo doing j till that 
is afcertained, we ought to forbear all Ex¬ 
periments of that fort; For even Vncertninty 
and doubting in moral or religious Cafes, lays 
a pofitive, or at leaft a prudent Reftraint up¬ 
on Praflice, becaufe,as the Apoftle fays, What-Rom. 14. 
foever is not of Faith, is Sin. The Patient of^ ’ 
our Text, at the Verfe but one following, re- 
fufes to procure a Good to himfelf at the Price 
of a 3 in. Had he followed the Advice there 
given him, it might perhaps have eafed him 
of his prefent Pain, and freed him from fu¬ 
ture Apprehenfions, but ftill the Remedy would 
have been worfe than the Difeafe, and what 
the foolijh Prefcriber would have given for 
good Phyfick, the unhappy Patient would have 
found miferable Divinity. 

2. The Good of Mankind, the Peeking 
whereof is one of the Fundamental Laws of 
Nature, isi I know, pleaded in Defence of 
the Practice \ contend againft: But I mull 
profefs ray felf at a Lofs, to find or under- 
ftand, how that has been, or can be promo¬ 
ted hereby: For if by Good, be meant the 
Prefervation^of Life, it is in the firft Place'a 
D Que- 
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Queftion, Whether Life be a Good, or not ? I 
But if it be, the Prefervation of it will be , 
found as little beholden to this Practice, as ^ 
any other Invention whatfoever. The con- 
fejOTed Mifcarriages in this new Method, are 
niore than have happened in the ordinary 
Way: And if this be our Cafe now, how 
much worfe mpft it needs prove, if God for 
our Prejumpioa, and contempuous Diftrufl of 
his good Providence, fhould fuffer this Delu- 
fon to gain Ground, and thefe Phyficians of no 
]oh Value, thefe-Forgers of Lies (as expreffes 
it) to obtain and grow into Credit among 
us: Such I fear they may be accounted, who 
fo confidently tell us what is impoffible for 
them to know; namely, that they who under¬ 
go their Experiment are for ever thereby fecared 
from -any future Danger and InfeBion : This is 
a bold AlTertion indeed, and if fuch Experi¬ 
ment were lawful and confiftent with the 
Rules qI Chrifiian Pralfiee, I could wifh to 
God it were true alfo: But if neither of thefe 
be the Cafe, if the two Requifites, Preven¬ 
tion, and Lawfulnefs be wanting; I believe I 
may venture to affirm, that the inoft learned 
and judicious among the Profeffors of Phyfick, 
will never give into fo deftrudive a Scheme. 
And I hope the Time is coming, that thefe 
Vene- 
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Venepiy thefe Spreaders of Infeliiony will be 
diftinguifhed from thofe of the Facultyy who 
deferve Honoury and not permitted to mingle 
with them, as the Devil among the Sons of Job 2, r, 
God, left like the Difeafe-giving Praifitionery 
the Harlot whom Solomon deferibes, they 

entice us, till a Dart fir ike through our Liver, 
and rve hafie to their Snare, not knowing that 
it is for our Life. Befides, I cannot appre¬ 
hend how it conduces to the Prefervation of 
Mankind, to force a dangerous Diftemper 
upon them, which pofiibly may never hap¬ 
pen unto them, and if it fhould, may proba¬ 
bly be attended with very little, if any Incon¬ 
venience ; and as before has been hinted, is 
no Security againft future Contagion. This 
is unequally to ftake a Subftance againft a Sha¬ 
dow, to rpake Men run into a real Danger, 
left they Ihou’d happen to fall into an acci¬ 
dental One, and contributes no more tio the 
Prefervation of Mankind, than it would re¬ 
dound to the Honour of a well provided Ci¬ 
ty, to invite the Enemy and furrender now, 
for fear left fometime hence, they fliould pofli- 
bly be furpris’d and taken. If we now 
Thirdly, 

D 2 


Will 
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Will weigh this, Matter in a religious j 
Ballance, it will certainly be found j 

and deceitful apoa.the WAfghti, . J , look upon this 
Matter to be forbidden j)^' the fixth Command¬ 
ment^ as lafcivious , Xhbaghts are by the 
Seventh. For it is always to be fuppofed, 
that a Law which forbids a great Evil, for¬ 
bids alfo every Thing that has a Tendency 
thereto. For which Reafon, the very next 
Exod. 21,Chapter forbids all v,oluntarj and caafelefs 
Woundingy Mutilationy &c. . Becaufe thefe 
Things go often farther than they are defign- 
ed, even to the taking away of Life ; When 
this happens, they are to be confidered, as 
no other than a Breach of the Commantjr 
ment; And it is but reafonable to imagine^ 
that when God forbad to take away Life, 
He forbad alfo the Commilfion of any Vior 
lence, whereby Lofs of Life might probably en- i, 
fue. Tho’ the Homicide be cafual, yet if the 
Caufe ofit be criminal, furely it will be no 
Excufe for it, for it is obferved, That although 
the Effect which follows fif mortal) is befide 
the lotentiony yet the Caufe of it being notfo, 
is fufficient to make a Man guilty before 
God: Men being juftly chargeable with 
thofe EffeSisy which are the natural Refults 

of 
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of thofe imrdmate Adions, from whence 
they proceed. 

It is written, Thou {halt not. tempt the LordT)m. 6 . 
thy Gad: This was our Saviour’s Anfwer to^*^‘ 
the Devil, when he would haye perfuaded 
him to the Commiflion of a prefumptmus Adi- 
on. There are Angels, fays the Tempter, 
to take Care of you, fo thai^ you cannot 
poOibiy come to any Harm, ^th^n make the 
Experiment,, and, thy ft If Jown. Now 
there: is no great Difference between this oi 
the Devil and the which lies be¬ 

fore us; both intimate the Safety ^^Fra.- 
( 5 ?/V<r,and both pretend the Bleftn^pfOod : Our 
Lord’s Reproof then will ferve them both ; 

No, fays he, we muft not prefume upon 
God’s f rotedion, to expofe our felves to any 
unnecejfary Danger or Difficulty.- If Trials 
overtake he to whom we pray not to lead^ 
us into Temptation, will make a Way for «JiCor.io. 
to efcape, that we may be able to bear them : But 
if we overtake them, if we feek for a Difeafe, 
and fo lead our jel-ves into Temptation, we can 
have no rational Dependance upon God’s. Blef- 
fing: It is with Difficulty we can fandify pur 
Afflidions in the Courfe of Providence, in the 
way of our Duty, and ’tisodds but we mifcarry 
under 
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tinder fhdrii, when we bring them upon our ; 
lelves : If God’s Blefling be withdrawn, it I 
muft unavoidably be fo; and fuch Circura- 5 
ftances wherein we have no Reafon to ex- , 
pe£t his BlelEng, are, I think, by no means 
to be run into. 

There is alfo a tempting of the Lord our God, 
when Men rely too much upon themfelves, 
^hd put their Truftin one another, withhtit 
Calling Upon'Gbd for his Afllftance, dr pray¬ 
ing to him to guide and dited therh : Under 
thefe twoTemptationsthe I condemn, 

fs fairly to be ranked. Ih ihe fdrmfeir \ye 
ihrm our [elves off the Pi'hcle ; in the latter, 

Ila. 5<f. <y.we lean ufon A broken R^ef, tvljhh &ill go into 
bur Hand and fierce it : And It is but juft in 
Almighty God, wheh--i^e prefume tod far; td’ 
puniJB our RAfhnefs, when we mifplace our 
Confidence tdfor our Idolatry. 

Eccius.38. The Honour due to a Phyfician, which the 
Son of Sirach kdvifes iis to pay him, arifes from 
his being an inftrurUent in the Hand of Pro¬ 
vidence, to rejiore Healthy and to proldng Life: 
This he does by Virtue of a wonderful In¬ 
fight into the nature of the Mineral and Ve¬ 
getable World, by which, ’tis probable, the 
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Life of Man was fpun out to fo great a Length 
' before the Flood : It may be this was that 
I Tree of Life which Adum, our frf Phjftciaft, as 
well as frjl Parent^ was difpolTefled of for his 
Sin*, the ’^ant of which, together with the 
Deftrudion of the Virtues of Plants wrought 
by the Deluge, may alfo be a Reafon why 
Life is now fo Ihort and precarious. But we 
are ftill to remember, that how great or ex- 
tenfive foever his Knowledge be, ’cis all the 
Gift of God, and like all good Gifts 
from Above \ and under this Reflexion, he 
himfelf ought always to make Ufe of, and ap¬ 
ply it. There is a timey fays the fame wifeEcclus. 
Man, whe» in his HahUs there is good Suecefs 
Tory continues he, he fbAll frAj/ unto the Lord 
thAt he would proffer thAt which he gives for pAfcy 
And to prolong Life. • The Time of Succefs 
was thought to be when the Phjfcun fliould 
frA) for a BlefRng upon his Prefcription. So 
that formerly, we find that the PAtient was 
frAjed fory before his Cafe was thought to be 
defter Ate. Now fraying for a Bleffing upon 
our Undertaking, rauft fuppofe the Ufe of 
lawful Means, otherwife it is better to let it 
^lone. And although we live in an Age, 
wherein Forms of Grace are for the moft pare 
fet afide, and Ufages of Piety run out of Coun¬ 
tenance, 
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tenance, yet I will venture to recommend' 
this old Practice, and affirm that the Lives I 
of Mankind would be no lefs fecure, if all f 
the Gaardtans of Health Ihould fpeak Peace 
to our Houfes when they enter them, and praj 
for (I don’t fay with) all thofe committed 
to their Charge ; and to this Courfe Q^ pri¬ 
vate Devotion add a little more Attendance 
on the Publick. But this by the Way. 

It remains now in the laft Place, to fpeak p 
of this modern Practice, as it tends to promote “ 
Vice and Immorality ; I believe it will be rea¬ 
dily granted me, that there is no one Thing 
fo univerfally dreaded, as the Difeafe, which ^ 
this ftrange Method of PraSiice pretends to ' 
elude. But there is this of Good attending, 
that the Fear of it is art happy Refirai/tt upon 
many People, who feeiii not fo fenfible of 
fuperior Obligations, to keep themfelves in ^ 
Temperance and Sobriety, and want no 
other Encouragement to give a Loofe to their 
Inclinations, than to be free from Appre- 
henfions of this uncertain Vifitor. Moft Mens 
Acquaintance, I am apt to think, will 
furnifh them with Inftances of Perfons 
who would gladly give into the Extra¬ 
vagance of thefs licentious Cities j to the ap¬ 
parent 
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parent hazard of Reputation and Fortune ; 
did not this providential Obftrutfion, li^te 
the Angel of the Lord to Balaam^ flop them Num. 
in thtWe^^ or keep them at a fafe Diftance, 
in Health, Wealth, and Innocence. HoVir- 
ever ugly Sin may be .in it felf, rightly coti- 
fidered, ’tis the fear of fbme fuch Gonfe- 
quence as this^ that frequently hinders the 
Commiffion of it, in Ipight of all the pre¬ 
vailing Invitations of Fajbiony Place and Op¬ 
portunity. We ought then to look upon this^ 
and all other Difcouragements to Sin, with a 
thankful Eye, and blefs that wife Providence 
which has mercifully fet fuch checks upon 
Iniquity, that we may not run fmoothly on 
unadmonifhed to our Ruin. Could then 
thefe l>old Practitioners JelTen the Severity of 
this Difeafe ; could they entirely fecure Meii 
from Danger under it, could they fay to the 
Diftemper, as Almighty God does to the 
proud Waves of the Sea, Hitherto /bait thouJohit. 
come, hut no fart her", could they, I fay, do all"’ 
this, I do not fee what Good Mankind 
would get in the main; they would, his 
true, have one Danger lefs to fearj but that 
would be no real Kindnefs ; foraftiiucH aS it 
Would be the Occafion of their running into 
a great many more, and if they fiiould happen 
E tb 
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to \>Q more heMy, ’tis a great Chance but 
they would be lefs Righteous. 

If Security wou’d make Men more dili¬ 
gent in their Callings, more juft and honeft 
in their Dealings; or if they would look upon 
it as a Mercy, and be thankful to God for 
the Enjoyment of it; I could wifti the Gene¬ 
rations of tlie World were more healthy and 
ftrong : But the Negligence of Men in thefe 
Particulars, even with all their Infirmities 
about them, makes it evident to Demonftra- 
tion, that thefe good Effeds would not fol¬ 
low : If Danger Ihould be removed,we fhou’d 
be the lefs upon our Guard, and lie more open 
to other Affaults of the Tempter, and give 
more eafily into the Commiffion of many Sins, 
which then would alfo more eafily befet us. In 
a confirmed State of Health we are not fo ape 
to confider our latter End: Or if we do, the 
Confideration does not fo much affed, be- 
caufe of its fuppofed Diftance; But when we 
find it by any Indifpofition, or the fear of 
any, making nearer Approaches, when the 
Pleafures of Health are abated, and human 
Enjoyments have loft their Relifh, when a 
Man’s Spirits begin to fink, and his Body de¬ 
cay; this awakening Call,U much more perfua- 

five 
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five than the Voice of Eloquence, or Force of 
Reafon, to make a Man improve. th$f 
Thoughts of his Diffolutipn to the beft Adn 
vantage. I have before obferved, that Life 
it felf may not always be a Blefling : For 
that depends entirely on the good Ufe that 
is made of it,: It had been better for thenij 
if fome Men had never b,een born j if others 
had died in their Infancy. No doubt but 
Providence has a good and beneficial Defign 
in all thofe Deaths, which we improperly 
call untimely ; either the Good is taken to his 
Reward, or the Wicked, hindred from en-. 
creafing his Punifhment. What Reafon then 
for this faving, this anti>p,rovidential Projea,. 
this pretended Art of Preferving, which thus 
tends in a great Meafure to prevent that reli¬ 
gious Watchfulnefs, which Chriftianity, as a 
Warfare, requires ? Should we not rather, 
with the fame Mind,endureour prefent Eftate, 
whatfoever it be ; as we pafs through a hard 
Winter, or a Time of foul Weather, taking 
it for feafonable and fit, becaufe the wife Aur- 
thor of Nature has fo ordered and appoin¬ 
ted it ? 

And now upon the whole, what is all this 
Difcourfe, hut a Perfqafive to, depend upon, 
E 2 ilie 
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^he good Pleafure of -an all-wife God, rather, 
than throw ouf felves into the preCumptuous ; 
Hands oifooHjh and unskilful Men ; and with | 
4 Sam.24.7)4w<i to fay, Let us now fall into the Hand of 
the- ■ Lordf for his. Mercies are great^ and let us. 
sSot fa'l into the Hand 'of Man. If we believe i 
0 at he who made the World does ftill guide 
and govern it, and fees and knows every : 
Action of our Lives; if we believe the Apoitle, 

I Pet.5.7.wh,o fays, God eareth for HS •, or our blelfed | 
Mat, 10. Saviour, who alTures us, that the very Hairs \ 
of our Head are all numbered that is, the moll: ' 
minute Circumftances of Life happen not un¬ 
to us, without God’s Pcrmiflion or Appoint-?, 

I! mend: If we believe this, the Senfe of living i 

under fucha kind and watchful Government, - 
i| fhould give us a fuitable Awe of it, a reveren-' 

I cial Regard for it, and a firm and fteady De- 

pendance upon it. Let me ask the Apoftle’s 
I Cor, lo.Queftion Do m f revoke the Lord to fealoufyl 
oi are we frongor- than he? ShalJ we prefume 
; tp rival him in any Inftance of Providence, 
find fault with his Adminiftration, take the 
’! Work out of his Hands, and manage for our 

|i lelves ? A dangerous Experiment this! and 
li not to be made with impunity, unlefs as we- 
ji thus pretend to be mfer, we prove our felves^ 
r^ghpier than he. But let us not be deceived 

-with^ M 
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with vain Expe^tions; he who perfectly 
knows our Frame, knows what is fitteft for 
us to endure: He who knows our Vertues, 
knows the propereft time to try them; 
and he who knows our Sin, knows alfo 
the bed manner how to punifh us for it. 
Nothing becomes us like Submiffion, which 
if it be voluntary will be gracioufly accepted 
and rewarded as a Virtue; if involuntary, it 
will become our Sin, and even at laft vremufi 
fabmit. 

Let the Jtheifl then, and the Scoffer^ the 
Heathen and Vnbeliever^ difclaim a dependance 
upon Providence, difpute the Wifdom of 
God’s Government, and deny Obedience to 
his Laws: Let them Inoculate, and be Ino¬ 
culated, whofe Hope is only in, and for thif 
Life ! But let us, who are better inftruded^ 
look higher for Security, and feek princi¬ 
pally there for Succour, where we acknow¬ 
ledge Omnipotence: Let us not finfully endea¬ 
vour to alter the Courfe of Nature by any 
prefuraptuous Interpofition: Let us blefsGod 
for the Afflictions which He fends upon us, 
and the Chaftifements wherewith He intends 
to try or amend us; befeeching him to grant 

Patience under them, and in his good Time a 
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happy T>eiweYance from them. Let us remem¬ 
ber, that with him alone are the Iffues of Life 
and Death, Health and Sicknefs : Let the Igno¬ 
rant and the Tranfgrejfor place their Confidence \ 
elfewhere, but let us evermore believe, and | 
pradtife as if we believed, That the Salvation >:• 
pfal. 57. of the Righteous cometh of the Lord, mho is alfo ; 
40.41- pijgfy Strength in the time of Trouble : That the 

Lord jball ft and by them and fave them, that He i 
fball deliver them out of the Hand of the Vngod- \ 
ly (and Unskilful) and fball fave them, becaufe\ y 
they put their Truft in him, ^ 


Now to God the Father, 


FINIS, 



H E Reader will obferve, that I med¬ 
dle not in this Matter otherwife than 


as It feems to me to be Irreligious. If he 
would be fatisfied of the Danger and Vncer- 
tainty of it in a Phyfical way, let him confult 
Dr. Wagflaffe's admirable Letter to Dr. 
Friend, and 1 dare promife him ample Satis^ 
fadfipn. 
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